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etal artifacts are perhaps the most

difficult artifacts to identify from

archaeological sites. A wide range
of hardware, tools, containers, implements,
and accoutrements were made of various
kinds of metals, and while the whole artifact
might be readily identifiable, archaeologists
generally recover only the bits and pieces
whose identification is a daunting task. The
identification of fragmentary remains is chal-
lenge enough for archaeologists, but the
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unstable nature of the metal—especially the
iron-containing or ferruginous metals—
requires special treatment—or conservation—
to ensure that the metal fragments are not
reduced to a pile of rust after they are
removed from the ground.

Metal conservation should now be a
regular part of any historical archaeology
excavation, and several universities are
steadily producing archaeology students pro-
ficient in the conservation of metals from
archaeological sites. But when Dr. Gregory
conducted the first professional excavations at
Los Adaes over thirty years ago, metal conser-
vators were simply not readily available.
Dr. Gregory relied on the volunteered services



of Jay C. Blaine—a member of the Texas Archaeological Seciety—for
the conservation and identification of metal artifacts recovered from
Los Adaes excavations during the 1960s, “70s, and ‘80s.! Jay C. Blaine
is self-taught® and is undeniably the foremost authority on colonial
period metal artifacts recovered from archaeological sites in Texas,
Oklahoma, and Louisiana.

Mr. Blaine has been involved with numerous archaeological
projects—both historic and prehistoric—over the past 40 years in
Texas, Louisiana, and Oklahoma. His inferpretations of metal arti-
facts have been included in over 30 publications; he has written book
reviews for the Society for Historical Archeology; he has served as
president for the Dallas Archaeological Sogiety (1964-65) and the
Texas Archeology Society (1971); he was elected Fellow of the Texas
Archeclogical Society in 1989; he is a member of the Texas Archeo-
logical Stewardship Network, and in 1993 he received the Texas His-
torical Commission’s Award of Excellence in Archeology—Archeologi-
cal Preservation. Mr. Blaine’s recent activities, aside from his work
with the Los Adaes materials, include consultation with the excava-
tion and interpretation of a probable Coronado camp site, and con-
servation and interpretation of hardware from an Afro-American 19th
century casket from a cemetery in the Dallas, Texas area.

In the interview that follows,® Mr. Blaine talks about how he got
into archaeology, metal conservation, and metal artifact identifica-
tion. He discusses some of the many challenges of both metal con-
servation and artifact identification, and he emphasizes that a metal
conservator must also be well versed in artifact identification. Mr.
Blaine’s work has contributed significantly to the understanding of
Los Adaes and he shares his interpretation of the 18th century fire
arms and horse gear recovered from Los Adaes.

George Avery: How did you get interested in archaeology?

Jay Blaine: [ spotted a couple of publications from the Texas
Archaeological Society (TAS) while I was visiting a Museum
in West Texas, and I read some of the contents, and it sounded
like it would be a real interesting thing to get into. Some of
the material was being submitted by non-professional archae-
ologists and that encouraged me to think there might be some-
thing in it that I would enjoy doing. Ididn’t even know there
was a TAS before I saw those two publications.






